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Compulsory Arbitration. 

Any legisiative measure which aims at the regulation 
of conditions existing between employer and employed, i 
aw manner calculated to satisfy, as far as can reasonably be 
expected, the representations of both parties, must neces- 


sauirily be of absorbing interest to all economic thinkers. 


Therefore, the compulsory arbitration law of New Zealand 


is of interest and is discussed and commented upon all 


around the world. 
The general principles of the law are to the effect that 


Tegal ads. | 


any society Consisting of not tess than two persons in the | 


case of employers, or seven in the case of workers, lawfully 
associated tor the purpose of protecting or furthering the 
interests of employers or workers in connection with any 
specified industry in the Colony, he registered as an 
The effeet of the 


all members of the industrial society or union subject to 


may 


Industrial union. registration is to render 


the jurisdiction given to the board and court respectively 
Lo) . 


by the act; also Jiable to all provisions of the act, as well 


as bound by the rules of the industrial organization during 


the continuance of their membership. Every industrial 


agreement holds good for aterm of not less than three 


years. 


wntil superseded by another industrial agreement, or an 


award of the court. 
Any such s) 


‘iety 


vy, or union, after complying with stat- 
ed conditions, may bring a disputed case before the Bord 
of Conciliation appointed for that industrial district. 


board requires to consist of an unequal number of persons 
1 1 
} 


determine! by the Governor, being, however not more 


one (being chairman), is elected by the 


The olper 


respective industrial unions of employers and of workers 


than five, of which 


other members members are elected by the 


in the district. Should the board fail to effect asetudement 


or the parties refuse to sign an industrial agreement, the 


dispute may be referred to a special Board of Conciliators 
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The report is a decided coripliment to New Zealand legis: | 


‘lation, inasmuch as 


|Conciliation and Arbitration Courts similar to those exist- 


hing in the sister colony, with the difference 


tion boards are given) more power, Por instance, the | 


it recommends the establishment of| 


that concilias | 


| 


j Peport recommends that when an industrial agreement 1s} Now 


riot arrived at within 14 days after the Conciliation Board | 
the 


whose decree shall be law for 


has made its recommendation, 


)}Court of Industrial Awards, 


J 
lsix months, after which appeal can be made to the Arbitra- | 


tion Court, which latter shall sit a8 aCourt of Appeal only. 
| It is formed practically in the same manner as that of New 
| Zealand, 
of an industrial union in favor of application before a dis- 


pute can be referred to the courts. 


are not allowed to unless they are 


to be 


Lawyers appear 


jbona fide employers. Unions of workers are not 


}in the union, seven being the minimum. 
bea maximum of £500, to be tixed by 
but £1000 if arising from 


jlocking eut while one case is pending. 


tion, the offense of 


These are only 


recommendations made by the commission, but 


court then to sit as a! 


formed unless half the workers in the trade are ineluded | 
rhe penalty to | 
Court of Arbitra- | 


striking OY, 


There is to be a two-thirds majority of members | 


| 
an act 


passed on these lines would assuredly do much to improve. 


And even upon the expiry of that term, it continues | 
t ‘ 


The | 


on the application of all parties. Such boards are consti-| 
tuted from time to time to meet any case of emergency, or! 
any special case of industrial dispute, and the members 


who are elected after the same manner 


an ordinary Board of Concilation, are required to be ex- 


as those forming 


the relations between employer and employed in that, 
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) Plarmigan) Mines were about to close | 


of Arbitration in’ Auckland, N.Z., while engaged over a! downand has got to the Const, while 
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